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+ First Grade Math Expectations

● Master a number of
different
addition/subtraction
strategies.

 ● Use strategies to
solve many different
types of word/story
problems.

 

● Be flexible with
strategies and choose
ones that are
efficient.

 
● Check work by

using another
strategy.

 



 + 

Addition and Subtraction
Strategies in First Grade    

Using what you know about
numbers and counting to become

more efficient throughout the
year.
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Full Model
Prompt: How can you use objects, fingers or pictures to

solve this equation?

● For addition, use objects, fingers or pictures to
represent the two addends, then count all of them
to find the total.

● For subtraction, use objects, fingers or pictures to
represent the minuend (starting number), then take
away or cross off the subtrahend (subtracted
number) to find the difference.
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Full Model
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Counting On/Counting Back
Prompt: How can you use a number line and/or what you

know about counting to solve this equation?

● For addition, start with the larger addend and count
up the number of times for the smaller addend.

● For subtraction, start with the first number
(minuend) and count down the number of times for
the subtracted number (subtrahend).
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Counting On/Counting Back
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Facts I Know (Fluency)
Prompt: Can you use an equation you know in a snap

to help you solve this equation?
Fluency Facts for 1st Grade:

+/-1 and 0    Combos of 5 and 10                  Doubles        +10

● For addition, using memorized facts to solve
addition equations that are similar.

● For subtraction, using fact families to solve
subtraction equations that are related to a
memorized addition fact.
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+ 1
K

+ and – 0
-1

 

Combinations of 5
K

Combinations of 10
1st

6+1=7

4+0=4
6-1=5
 

3+2=5
4+1=5
 

7+3=10
4+6=10

 

7+10 = 17
4+10 = 14

Doubles to a sum of 10
1st

3+3=6
4+4=8

 

Addition and Subtraction Fluency Ladder K - 1

 

 

+ 10 to any # up to 10
1st

Date Mastered

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______

_______
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Facts I Know
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Make a Ten
Prompt: Is there a number in this equation that you can

break to make a group of 10 or multiple of 10?

● For addition, keep one addend and break the other
addend into two parts so that you can make a 10 or
a multiple of 10.

● For subtraction, keep the starting number
(minuend) and break the second number
(subtrahend) to subtract back to a 10 or a multiple
of 10.
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Make a Ten
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Place Value
Prompt: How can you use what you know about 10s

and 1s to solve this equation?

● For addition, breaking one or both addends
into groups of 10s and 1s, then adding the 10s
and 1s together.

● For subtraction, keeping the starting number
(minuend) and breaking the subtracted
number (subtrahend) into 10s and 1s, then
subtracting the 10s, then subtracting the 1s.
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Place Value
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Word/Story Problems
in First Grade

Envisioning what is happening in a
story problem in order to choose a

strategy to accurately solve the
problem.
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Story Problem Process
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Story Problem Types



  

+ Story Problem Comprehension Questions
Identify what you already
know:

● Who/what is in the story?

● What are they doing? 
Or, What’s happening?

● Can you sketch a picture?

● What number information
is in the story?

Identify what you are
looking for:

● What is the question?
Or, What do I need to
figure out?

● What information do I
need?

● What kind of story
problem is this?

● What unit do I need to
solve for?

 


